
Leaders   The Economist November 10th 2016 

Trying to grasp the ungraspable

A democratic nation turned upside down 

The American people have voted: Donald Trump 
is their new president. He has won 27 states and 
with them 279 electoral votes. His party, the 
Republicans, has won the majority in the Senate 
and the House.  
Shock and fear are the first reactions to this fatal 
event. Euphoria and enthusiasm are hard to be 
found. Clinton supporters have called for protests 
in many cities in America. The presidential race 
divided the country. Trump’s and Clinton’s 
opinions are not only conflicting but mostly 
contradicting. One thing, however, Trump and 
Clinton have in common: both are among the most 
unpopular and untrusted presidential candidates in 
modern American history.  And the many 
Americans who supported neither Clinton nor 
Trump? For them only the question of who would 
cause less calamities remained. 
How did it come so far? The complex system of 
the pre-elections led to the two candidates, both 
neither suited nor wanted for the job. How can a 
democratic nation elect two unpopular and 
untrusted presidential candidates?  Furthermore, 
Clinton won 59.9 Mio. votes. That are in total 
about 200,000 votes more than Donald Trump 
received. Nevertheless, Trump won a greater 
number and more important states leading to 279 
electoral votes for him. This election was just 
another case illustrating how deceptive some 
electoral systems can be. How democratic is the 
system? Even though, it is not our role to question 
the rightfulness of this election, it is our task to 
worry about the values of democracy. 
In the moment, uncertainty prevails in America 
and the rest of the world. Stock exchanges 
worldwide showed nervous reactions. Donald 
Trump’s next moves are hard to predict, or more 
precisely: all that is left, is the hope that Donald 
Trump does not hold what he promised during his 
campaign. He has presented himself as 
unpredictable. Maybe he can surprise the world 
now and come to his senses. 
Clear is, that if Donald Trump holds all his 
election promises American politics is going to 
change. He stands for restricted immigration, 
protectionism instead of liberalization and will not 
support any further LGBT rights. His views are 
racist, sexist and discriminating. In how far Trump 
will be successful in passing his ideas is heavily 
dependent on the support he will receive from his 
party, the Republicans.  Their support for him 

during the campaign was rather low, maybe a 
glimmer of hope?  
Trumps ability to appoint the 9th Supreme court 
judge is just another horrifying thought for all 
people fighting for equality and justice. 
Internationally, Trump plans to renegotiate and 
cancel many of the free trade agreements. Planned 
agreements as TTIP are not going to enter into 
force. Additionally, he wants other countries, like 
Germany, to pay for the military services the US 
provides to the world. This outcome is what 
frightens and worries so many people over the 
world. A person who is openly racist and sexist 
has won the presidential elections in the United 
States. He is the new president of “the great 
nation”.  
When Trump implements his election promises, 
the political differences between America and 
Europe are going to increase again and tensions 
will arise. The collaborations between the 
European countries and the United States are 
threatened. The German chancellor, Angela 
Merkel, reminded the new President of the United 
States that the friendship is based on democratic 
values.  
 
What the world has to learn from this election: 
Populism is a powerful tool and only through 
serious consideration of the peoples’ concerns it 
can be countered. Trust is a valuable asset which 
is hard to gain, but even easier to lose. It is now on 
the world to show that democratic values, such as 
liberty, equality, justice and the protection of 
human dignity are worth fighting for. 
Right-wing parties have celebrated Trumps 
victory. Worldwide right-wing parties increased 
in strength and importance. Next year, elections in 
France and Germany are taking place and the 
success of the right-wing populism in America 
could reinforce some voters’ tendencies towards 
the right-wing. It is on the political leaders in the 
world to further spread the democratic values, 
with or without America on their side.  
Trump is the new president of “the great nation”. 
His first words after the election were moderate 
and conciliatory, leaving space for hope that 
maybe Donald Trump, as the president, won’t be 
the person he was during the electoral race. We 
congratulate Donald Trump to his victory. May he 
be a great president for the United States of 
America. 
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