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The topics before the United Nations (UN) Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are: 

Empowering Vulnerable Groups through Access to Information and Communications Technology; Sport for 

Peace and Development; and Safeguarding World Heritage. The republic of Italy recognizes the current issues, 

and looks forward to discussing these topics with the different Member States at the upcoming conference.   

I. Empowering Vulnerable Groups through Access to Information and Communications 

Technology  

The Internet, for many people a daily used information channel, is still not accessible for half of the world’s 

population. Affected are usually vulnerable groups. This term addresses women with little or no literacy skills, 

youth that is not able to go to school or with low literacy, indigenous peoples, prisoners, and refugees. These 

vulnerabilities include the differences in socio-economic status, gender and disability. Without the necessary 

information, it is difficult for these peoples to manage and adapt to changes. The information and 

communication technology (ICT) provides a solution for vulnerable groups by achieving Goal 4 of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a means to promote learning opportunities and education for 

everybody. The resolution on Information and communications technologies for development (A/RES/70/184) 

stresses the fact that information and communications technologies are potential solutions for challenges in 

development and for access to knowledge.  

Italy supports UNESCO’s work in cooperation with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and 

recognizes the great potential of ICT solutions. ICT poses an important factor in the Education 2030 Incheon 

Declaration by strengthening education systems, disseminating knowledge and providing access to information. 

As such Italy finances investments in technologies to promote equity in educational opportunities especially for 

people with disabilities. Furthermore, the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society encourages all governments 

to attribute significant priority to ICTs, including broadcast radio and television. The General Assembly (GA) 

resolution 70/184 encourages the UN programs and agencies to work on the realization of the outcomes of the 

World Summit on the Information Society (WISIS). For Italy, it is important to support countries with little 

access to ICT. For instance, Italy supports the Educational Radio and Television (ERTV) of Afghanistan. The 

aim is to improve the capabilities to develop a quality network of educational programs. In addition, Italy 

implemented the Internet Governance in its strategy which is an important outcome of the WISIS.  

The republic of Italy as a member of the ITU strongly recommends the Member States to develop innovative 

ICT solutions in favor of vulnerable groups. Countries such as Italy with a progressive ICT system and great 

capacities should support countries in Africa, Asia or the Middle East where only 60% to 75% of the people are 

connected to the Internet. Particularly important for Italy is to build a broadband education network that enables 

the collection and the prevalence of knowledge and resources to benefit the integration of students with 

disabilities by using new technologies. To achieve the empowerment of vulnerable groups through ICT, one 

important key factor is the cooperation between the public sector, private sector, civil society and technical 

communities. Therefore, Italy encourages the governments of the Member States to work together with civil 

society, like NGOs or private stakeholders. As soon as such arrangements are taken, the empowerment of 

vulnerable groups through ICT will be successful. 

II. Sport for Peace and Development  

In cooperation with international organizations UN agencies and UNESCO are aiming to promote peace and 

education through sport-based initiatives as well as to fight the challenges of HIV/AIDS and social inequality. 

Sport is also an important factor to achieve the 17 SDGs. These positive potential effects will be achieved by 

teaching values and cooperation or by preventing violence through sport. According to the resolution adopted by 

the GA in December 2016 on Sport as a means to promote education, health, development and peace 

(A/RES/71/160) sport should be a symbol of tolerance and respect as it empowers women and youth and 

furthermore it includes people with disabilities. However, sport also faces its challenges, such as corruption, 

match-fixing and doping which jeopardize the peaceful meaning of sport. UNESCO adopted the International 

Convention against Doping (2005) to prevent and fight doping in sport. To express its support for the fairness in 

sports Italy ratified the Convention in 2008.  



  

Acknowledging the importance of sport as a means to promote peace, education and health, Italy approved the 

resolution adopted of the GA on Building a better and peaceful world through sport and the Olympic ideal 

(A/RES/70/40) and is proud to be one of its co-sponsors. Furthermore, to support the positive effects of sport, 

Italy recently organized an event on Children, Sport and Development to discuss the right of sport and its key 

role in the healthy development of children. One improvement, to which sport events can lead, is to raise 

awareness HIV/AIDS. Sport is an innovative channel to provide information on HIV/AIDS because it spreads 

the information globally and especially approaches the youth. In cooperation with the Joint UN Program on 

HIV/AIDs (UNAIDS), Italy’s football team used banners on the World AIDS Day to support the prevention of 

HIV/AIDS. To raise global awareness about HIV/AIDS through football, Italy recognizes the importance of 

cooperating with private actors. As an example, the privately owned F.C. Internazionale Milano believes in the 

power of sport on social impacts and pursues the achievement of the 17 SDGs. The club is a global actor with 

strong social responsibility.   

Italy strongly believes in the power of influence of sport and the country recognizes its significant role regarding 

the promotion of sport as a supporter of peace and development. Globally well-known football teams or clubs 

should work together with the UN and NGOs to benefit from their global impact to educate people from all over 

the world to promote peace and development. To achieve an improvement, Italy urges Member States to realize 

the importance of sport for the achievement of the SDGs and peace. Potential ways to affect the population are 

organizing events on education or using sport teams to promote peace and to raise the awareness of HIV/AIDS, 

like Italy’s football team did on the World AIDS Day. Furthermore, to prevent challenges like doping, 

corruption or match-fixing Italy recommends the association with organizations like Transparency International. 

The Republic of Italy recommends to the Member States to cooperate with UN agencies or NGOs to achieve this 

progress. Italy believes that with these increased efforts sport will further contribute to peace, education and 

development. 

I. Safeguarding World Heritage 

 

Worldwide UNESCO lists 1052 properties as World Heritage Sites, which need to be effectively protected. The 

International system including IGOs, NGOs, CSOs, UN system agencies, governments, international 

organizations, private sector partners and civil society tries to safeguard the intangible and tangible World 

Heritage against anthropogenic and natural threats. Intangible World Heritage such as storytelling, music and 

culinary art are mainly threatened by globalization and are very difficult to protect. The tangible World Heritage 

such as monuments, landscapes and historical or religious sites are mainly at risk because of human intervention 

or human carelessness. During the last years, terrorist attacks became a new challenge to safeguard World 

Heritage Sites. With 51 properties, Italy has more UNESCO World Heritage Sites than any country in the world 

due to its history as the birthplace of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance. Italy is therefore highly 

encouraged to protect every single World Heritage Site in its country as well as worldwide.  

 

Italy is convinced that international cooperation and the use of new technology such as early warning systems 

are crucial to cope with the current challenges. Therefore, Italy has ratified 26 conventions dealing with 

safeguarding World Heritage by using new technology and strengthening the international system. Within the 

Bonn Declaration on World Heritage (2015), which successfully supports the mobilization of governments and 

all heritage stakeholders against cultural damage, Italy takes its role as an observer very serious and at the same 

time trusts the 21 Members of the World Heritage Committee to implement the right actions. In the framework 

of UNESCO’s global coalition Unite for Heritage, which was launched during the meeting in Bonn (2015), Italy 

has signed an agreement to establish an UNESCO Emergency Task Force for Culture on 16 February 2016. It 

will include the Italian Carabinieri (national police) and cultural heritage experts. Lastly, Italy appreciates that 

UNESCO takes into account other factors such as economic interests or national sovereignty before 

implementing actions and as a result has not put Venice on the World Heritage in Danger list.  

Italy believes that for the future more emergency task forces could help to effectively prevent threats to cultural 

heritage. The establishment of task forces to prevent cultural damage should happen in the framework of 

UNESCO’s global coalition Unite for Heritage. The task forces should fight together against the illicit 

trafficking in cultural property, the systematic destruction and looting of cultural sites, attacks on cultural 

diversity and cultural and religious minorities. The national police as the executive of the task forces should be 

robust and specially trained for terrorist attacks. In addition, the task forces should work together with cultural 

heritage experts from different countries, who can highlight potentially endangered World Heritage Sites. 

Furthermore, technology should allow the different task forces to work closer together and coordinate their 

operation schedule to protect World Heritage Sites efficiently. Hence, Italy hopes that other countries will 

recognize the importance of emergency task forces and that other countries will take similar steps as Italy did in 

order to establish globally cooperating task forces. 

http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-roman-empire-27-bce-to-4th-century-ad.html

