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The topics before the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention & Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) are: 
Strengthening the Rule of Law for Post-Conflict Recovery, Criminal Justice Responses to Prevent and Counter 
Terrorism in All Forms and Strengthening International Legal Frameworks to Address Sexual Violence in 
Conflict. Italy, as a founding member of the Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF) and proud of its 
longstanding record of battling corruption, recognises these issues to be of utmost priority and is devoted to 
contribute to the development of sustainable measures to overcome the challenges at hand. 

I. Strengthening the Rule of Law for Post-Conflict Recovery 

Cognizant of the fundamental importance of the rule of law for recovering from conflict, Italy is dedicated to to 
establishing accountability, stabilising justice systems and restoring citizens’ trust in the legitimacy of their 
government. Italy is firmly convinced that such efforts must be invested in order to prevent continuous risks of 
violence, illegal trade and crime ensuing from weakened and deficient governmental systems. Italy considers 
major inefficiencies to be the lack of foundation in national constitutions, inadequate institutions, an 
unsophisticated international legal framework, and insufficient political dialogue regarding peacebuilding and 
rule of law development in post-conflict situations. 

Recalling Italy’s history of combatting corruption and the mafia, the Italian government is deeply committed to 
the realisation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) No. 16. This goal envisions the promotion of peace and 
sustainability by granting holistic access to justice and manifesting efficient and accountable institutions. Deeply 
appreciative of the SDGs, the Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development finds itself devoted to the 
preparation of the Italian Strategy for Sustainable Development, aiming at the preservation of SDGs in 
compliance with UN goals. Calling attention to the imperative role of the International Development Law 
Organisation (IDLO), which fortifies rule of law by enabling countries to reform and strengthen laws and 
institutions most pertinent to upholding justice and dignity in society, the Italian government continues to 
dedicate overall support to this intergovernmental organisation. 

Acknowledging the IDLO’s exclusive determination to the promotion of rule of law, Italy appeals to Member 
States to promise their support of the organisation and its endeavours. Accentuating the significance of financial 
stability, Italy asks Member States to increase their unrestricted funding. Furthermore, Italy stresses the 
necessity of establishing modern democratic institutions as essential features of the rule of law and democracy 
nexus. Strengthening criminal justice bodies is key to successfully protect rule of law in post-conflict 
occurrences. Considering the importance of national constitutions and national contexts in this respect, Italy 
notes its appreciation for the Secretary General’s 2008 Guidance Note on the UN Approach to Rule of Law 
Assistance, which creates a legal framework for stabilising the rule of law by integrating binding norms and 
standards into national constitutions. Moreover, Italy emphasises the necessity of well-functioning courts and 
their accessibility in terms of equality before the law, non-discrimination, transparency and fostered education in 
legal matters. To this extent, Italy expresses approval of the Rule of Law at the National and International 
Levels (A/RES/70/118), in which the UN Security Council urges Member States to improve the rule of law on 
both a national and international basis. Bearing in mind the Syrian Civil War and the resultant refugee crisis, 
Italy urges the international community to intensify intergovernmental collaboration in the field of justice, 
human rights and international law. Consequently, Italy calls attention to the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable 
Development and voices its apprehension of rule of law as an indispensable element of the SDGs and their 
fulfilment. 

II. Criminal Justice Responses to Prevent and Counter Terrorism in All Forms 

Italy expresses its concern about the steady increase of terrorist acts and Transnational Organised Crime since 
the tragic events of 9/11. As a victim of recent threats voiced by ISIS, Italy strongly emphasises the inevitability 
of international cooperative action to diminish terrorism. Consequently, Italy reiterates its support for the UN 
Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (A/RES/55/25) and the UN Global Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy Review (A/RES/70/291), which establish an essential foundation for strengthening States’ capacity to 
successfully combat terrorism and ensuring human rights. Despite previous advancements, alarming 
deficiencies persist regarding insufficient governmental resources, incapable justice systems, and the 
termination of terrorist financing, which the international community has not confronted appropriately. The 
prevention of cyberterrorism poses a newer challenge, which calls for immediate commitment and action on part 
of the UN and its collaborators. 

Profoundly conscious of the urgency to battle terrorism and restore international peace and security, Italy is at 
the forefront of the global fight against violent extremism and Transnational Organised Crime. On a national 



level, Italy has amended its Criminal Code (Decree-Law No. 7 of February 18, 2015) in order to effectively 
anticipate, prevent and combat terrorist acts. For this purpose, the amendment expanded governmental 
regulatory measures, strengthened the surveillance capacity of police and armed forces, and stresses the 
significance of a thorough criminal framework punishing active perpetrators of terrorist acts, as well as agents 
responsible for organising and financing such crimes. Concerned about the threats posed by cyberterrorism, the 
Italian government has drafted the National Strategic Framework for cyberspace security, consisting of eleven 
concrete guidelines, such as the enhancement of the expertise of the intelligence community. On an international 
level, Italy reaffirms UN Security Council Resolutions 2170 and 2178 (S/RES/2170 & S/RES/2178), which aim 
to restrict terrorist threats to international security and to impede terrorist financing and money laundering. To 
efficaciously achieve these goals, Italy fully supports the endeavours of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
and the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and the Financing of 
Terrorism (MONEYVAL). As a founder of GCTF, Italy re-emphasises its devotion to the Memorandum on 
Good Practices for a More Effective Response to the Foreign Terrorist Fighter Phenomenon. 
Acknowledging the need for universal collaboration and consensus, Italy urges Member States to participate in 
an integrated global strategy for counterterrorism. In this pursuit, Italy advocates an action plan entailing 
effective monitoring, rapid action and engaging actively in military capacity building programs. Fundamental to 
the fight against terrorism is to terminate terrorist funding. Italy underlines the necessity to grasp the issue at its 
roots and thus appeals to the international community to dedicate its attention not only to executors of terrorist 
acts, but also those liable of planning organised crimes. Furthermore, it calls on Member States to commit to 
developing operational measures designed to improve cybersecurity. Determined to protect individuals from 
terrorist threats, Italy endorses targeted expulsions of suspects deemed to be a risk of national security. As of the 
end of 2016, Italy has deported 123 distrusted individuals and expects to increase these numbers in the future. 
Bearing in mind these accomplishments, Italy calls on Member States to pursue similar undertakings, reminding 
all involved parties that a comprehensive adoption of preventive methods may require minor restrictions of 
personal freedoms in the area of communication, within the realms of possibility. 

III. Strengthening International Legal Frameworks to Address Sexual Violence in Conflict 

Deeply disturbed by sexual violence, rape and further infringements of women’s rights which have become 
customary war tactics preventing the reinstatement of peace and security, Italy pronounces its utmost support for 
UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (S/RES/1325/2000), which fosters the protection of women’s rights and 
zero tolerance of sexual abuse toward women and children in conflict. Italy as one of the most affected countries 
by migration ensuing from the current refugee crisis bears a high risk of sexual violence in conflict. Determined 
to overcome the issue of sexual violence, Italy is devoted to addressing the challenges of lack of precise 
statistics and data, the stigmatisation of sexual violence leading to fear of reporting the offenses, and inadequate 
training of officers. 

Dismayed by the shortcomings of the international legal framework regarding sexual violence, Italy considers 
itself a key player in contribution to developments on a national and international level. Subsequent to increased 
sex crimes committed by or against migrants, the Italian legislation has intensified punishment for sexual crimes 
on a national level by introducing mandatory life sentences for offenders of gang-rape, sexual assault ending in 
murder and sexual abuse of children. Moreover, the decree prolonged the detention period of migrants who may 
pose a threat to personal safety. Mindful of the international framework, Italy reaffirms its devotion to UN 
Security Council Resolutions 1325 and 1820 (S/RES/1325/2000 & S/RES/1820/2008), in which Italy was 
significantly involved in the drafting and negotiation procedures. As stipulated in these resolutions, Italy 
advocates the need for gender mainstreaming, condemns the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war and 
demands immediate disciplinary and enforcive measures be taken. Furthermore, Italy has ratified the Treaty No. 
210 of the Council of Europe (CETS No. 210) in 2013, which constituted monitoring mechanisms so to prevent 
and combat violence against women. Based on the objectives put forward in UN Security Council Resolution 
1325 (S/RES/1325/2000), Italy has postulated areas of action in the National Action Plan of Italy on “Women, 
Peace and Security” for 2010-2013, revised for 2014-2016. 
As an advocate of a refined and stable international legal framework, Italy seeks to translate national actions to 
the international level. Accordingly, Italy suggests the international community enhance women’s presence in 
national armed and police forces, promote gender perspective in peace support operations, advance training of 
troops and respect the stipulations made in UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (S/RES/1325/2000). Italy 
underscores special consideration of the protection of fundamental rights of women, children and vulnerable 
parties fleeing from conflict zones and/or living in post-conflict areas. Moreover, Italy stresses the necessity of 
sensitisation training of police officers and the creation of victim-friendly units so to encourage the reporting of 
offenses. In addition, Italy calls for the intensification of accountability of commanders to tackle the abuse of 
office and authority. Welcoming further proposals of action, Italy is convinced these measures are most suitable 
for eradicating sexual violence in conflict situations.	


